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Hooligan Rapes Loots, Plunders 


Details Sketchy in 
Weekend Sex Spree 


Two Omaha menare believed to be 
involved in a vicious kidnap-rape 
perpetrated over the weekend. 

Police say details are still sketchy, 
but it appears that Melissa Hooligan, 
19, commandeered the blue, 1976 Pinto 
occupied by Hector Loots, 23, and 
Felix Plunders, 34, and forced them to 
drive to a remote wooded area where 
she sexually assaulted them. Fourteen 
bullet holes in Loots’ body have led 
police to speculate that gunplay may 
have been involved, possibly because 
Loots was not up to snuff. 

Miss Hooligan, described by Plun- 
ders as a petite 5-ft., 110-Ib., green- 
eyed attorney with brunette hair on her 


chest, was still at large late today. 
Police conjecture that the suspect, who 
Plunders said carries amachete, chews 
glass, and drives a used Army tank, 
may be armed and extremely danger- 
ous. 

The embittered Plunders will not 
be allowed to press charges against the 
suspect, said city prosecutor Ms. 
Hermione Gnock, because hearsay 
establishes that he is promiscuous, that 
he dressed seductively, and that he did 
not sufficiently resist Miss Hooligan’s 
advances. Loots, said Ms. Gnock, may 
sue in civil court for damages when he 
recovers from his fatal gunshot 
wounds. 


Ak Craps! Odds Good 
On Dicey Platte Cruise 


The Unicameral today gave final 
approval to legislation sponsored by 
Ak-Has-Ben lobbyist Robert Logroll 
to legalize riverboat gambling on the 
Platte River. 

LB 7-11, dubbed “Big Gulp” by its 
supporters, passed on 5 to 2 odds. 
Mumbling “the fix is in,” several leg- 
islators were seen placing side bets in 
the capitol rotunda before the vote. 

The floating casino bill had earlier 
hit a snag when it ran aground of 
“House Rules,” which required that 
Ak-Has-Ben Field have direct Platte 
River access. 

“No problem,” said State Sen. Jerry 
Mander. “If you can’t bring Ak-Has- 
Ben to the Platte, you bring the Platte 
to Ak-Has-Ben.” 

Mander explained that the Papio 
Creek, which flows through Ak-Has- 
Ben property, is a Platte tributary. 
Asked how such a legal boondoggle 
was possible, Mander replied, “Just 
say we greased the skids.” 

Wavering legislators were torpe- 
doed by the Either-Orr administration, 
which praised the risky venture as 
meeting all the criteria of LB 775, the 
governor’s pet economic development 
bill. That railroaded measure provides 
obscene tax credits for rich Republi- 
cans who EITHER invest $20 million 
innew plant and equipment OR create 
two new minimum-wage jobs. 

“One Orr in the water is plenty in 
Nebraska,” said the governor. “This 
new crap shoot proves, once again, 
that you can beat the state at its own 
game.” 

Ak-Has-Ben croupier Tim 
Schmuck said he is already negotiat- 
ing with Camival Cruise Lines to offer 
hourly gambling cruises docking from 
the horse track and sailing down the 
Papio to the Platte. There will be 
Gamblers Anonymous meetings after, 
not before, each cruise, 

Schmuck said. 

“Ak-Has-Ben may be going down 
the drain, but we’re sure as hell not 


Nebraska 
Legislature 


going to the dogs,” said Schmuck, 
who added that this year’s Coronation 
and Ball will feature a blackjack fash- 
ion theme. 

The Orr-Herald has learned from 
an insider’s tip that Jackie Gone, for- 
merly a convicted Omaha bookmaker 
and now a respectable Las Vegas rob- 
ber baron,’ will serve as a consultant 
for the project. 

LB 7-11 includes a fine-print rider 
authorizing $97 million to widen the 
Papio. Colonel I.M. Lying of the Army 
Corps of Engineers said that--all evi- 
dence to the contrary--the widening 
project would not endanger the habitat 
of the nearly extinct whooping crane. 

“We’re talking about progress,” 
Lying said. “‘Who cares about a few 
crummy birds?” 

The so-calledriverboat gambler bill 
was bitterly opposed by State Sen. 
Emie Chance, who attempted to tie it 
to his perennial proposal to make 
Cormhusker football players paid state 
employees, thus legalizing bets on 
Nebraska home games. 

“Gambling just takes food off the 
tables of poor people,” said Chance, 
who then argued that food stamps 
should be considered legal tender for 
bets, and that wagers should be ac- 
cepted at all area McDonald’s restau- 
rants. 

Gov. Orr announced that she will 
christen the casino flagship witha bottle 
of holy water. The state’s non-gam- 
blers will be able to take “Sea Ne- 
braska” tours co-sponsored by the 
Nebraska Navy and the Orr-Herald. 
Cost per person is $99.99, payable 
directly to the governor’s re-election 
campaign. 


Orr-Herald Sketch 


Actual, nreiouched artist's rendition of the Platte River Gaming Ship 
and the proposed publicly-funded dock to be built at Ak-Has-Ben. 


Lemon Denies Any 
Orr-Herald Past 


Former television personality Dick 
Lemon, recently issued a denial thathe 
has ever been associated with the 
Omaha Orr-Herald. 

Lemon was noted for such stunts as 
impersonating a Boy Scout to report 
on the newly revised Boy Scout Man- 
ual, during which time he earned the 
first Sexual Responsibility Merit 
Badge awarded in Omaha. 

After being charged with two 
counts of molesting miners (he was 
interfering with picket lines ‘at the 
Peawit Plaza), he was allegedly sus- 
pended from an alleged columnist 


position at the Orr-Herald. He was 
later alleged to have resigned from the 
paper. 

His denial today that he was ever 
associated with the paper “‘is certainly 
in Lemon’s and the Orr-Herald’s best 
interest,” said Orr-Herald Editor G. 
Benson Hoo. “Rumors‘and allegations 
about improprieties by those associ- 
ated with the Orr-Herald can finally be 
put to rest,” he decreed... 

“T used to write a column for the 
Sun Newspapers, perhaps that had 
people confused,” said Lemon through 
his attorney, Ray Demurer. 


ConJob, Inc.'s long-awaited | 


Omah 


Stuns 


ConJob, Inc. officially open 
new riverfront office complex t 

ConJob Chairman I.M. “S 
Sharper cut the ribbon today o 
new yellow-brick private zoad le 
to ConJob’s new frozen food dev 
ment laboratory and frozen food. 
quarters. : 

“This is aproud day for Omah 
for ConJob,” Sharper said. “I 
this completed project shoves it 
face of those dangerous unemp 
attorneys and lovers of ugly red- 
buildings who tried to stop prog: 
Sharper added, apparently a s 
reference to a small minority o 
servationists who opposed the pr 

In his remarks, former Cham 
Commerce President, ODS (O 
Development Slushfund) Founc 
Chairman, and Orr-Herald Cont 
ing Editor-for-Life Gerald “G 


‘It Sells Newspa 
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“Hurricane-force rumors tod: 
stroyed the city-county buildin 
the reputations of 1,998 inn 
Omahans, ” said ahighly placeds 
who wishes to remain anonymo 

A victim-witness speculatec 
the highly placed source was a j 
at the Orr-Herald. 

A drug and sex-crazed car! 
inept city, state and federal la 
forcement agencies--aided and 
ted by self-serving politicians ar 
Orr-Herald’s unbiased reporti 
conjecture, speculation and hea 
argued over whether the growir 
of unindicted co-conspirators s| 
include Richard Nixon, Mother 
esa and Alf. 

These juicy revelations are th 
est aftershocks in the continuing 
of--well, no one can remember 
chael D. Snodgrass, copy editor f 
Orr-Herald since 1905, surmise 
astory began years ago with the 
million swindle of the Benjamin 


First ‘SI: 
Goes to 


Gerald “Gerry” Slandersen, 
Herald Contributing Editor-for 
has received the first Univers: 
Nebraska at Omaha “Slandy” A 
for his contributions to furth 
journalistic humility. 

The award was presented T 
day by UNO Chancellor Mel R 
and A.N. Vestigator, university 
tor of graduate journalism job 1 
ment. 

Slandersen was recognize 
“journalistic contributions whicl 
significantly obfuscated the bow 
between newsmaker and new 
porter,” said the university citat: 

“It's hard to be humble whe 
own a multi-state media mono 
Slandersen said in his accep 
speech. 

The award, named in hon 
Slandersen, will be presented | 


Unofficial Denials.... 
Qualified Denials... 
Revisions...........00. 
Hedging........sssssssesseee 7 
Hemming and Hawing..........0 


Movie idol Robert 
Redford speaks at 
Pro-Choice conven- 


tion, gets 14-minute 
standing ovulation. 
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Drr-Aerald 


Sunrise Edition 


Riverfront Office Campus gives Omaha visitors their first impression of the City 


a’s ‘New Front Door’ 
and Amazes Observers 


edits  Slandersensaid “Anybody who knows 
day. a whit about architecture and urban 
pike” design will certainly agree that this 
nthe development is a vast improvement 
ading over the shabby warehouses in the 
elop- National Register Historic District 
head- which wasrazed to make room for it.” 
Both Sharper and Slandersen noted 
aand the impact of the project on people 
think arriving in Omaha from the airport 
inthe along Abbot Drive, or from Iowa over 
loyed _ the Interstate bridge. 
brick “When this developmentis the first 
ress,’ impression visitors getof Omaha, they 
ubtle  willinstantly understand the quality of 
fpre- leadership in this community,” Slan- 
oject. dersen said. 
ber of Sharper concurred, butsaid the task 
maha of redeveloping the riverfront was not 
lation , by any means completed. “There are 
ribut- still several large, old brick buildings 
erry” | inthe downtown area,” he said, point- 
pers’ 


ing to the nearby newly-renovated 
Greenhouse Apartments. “Their pres- 
ence is a reminder that our progress 
must continue.” 

Omaha Mayor P.W. “Pee Wee” 
Borem concurred, noting the lovely 
sod which replaced the renovated and 
fully occupied New Idea Building as 
an example of what good, pro-active 
city planning could accomplish. 

“Someday, maybe in my nextterm, 
if ever get around to naming a perma- 
nent planning director, I think I would 
probably want to find somebody with 
this kind of vision,” Borem said. 

Despite the upbeat mood at today’s 
ceremonies, some criticism of the 
project continues. 

Radical members of extremist pres- 
ervation groups are still fighting the 
project and have criticized the design 
of the development. 


ConJob Vice President Linda Phar- 
aohs praised the design of the new 
buildings, referring to them as “Prairie 
School Pizza Hut.” 

Responding to critics of the design 
she said, “Frank Lloyd Wright would 
certainly not be turning over in his 
grave if] he were alive today to see this 
project.” 

Work continues on the public park 
adjacent to the ConJob development, 
and despite continued cost overruns, 
Douglas County officials are optimis- 
tic about completion. 

“We did have some cost overruns, 
but now we see some long-term sav- 
ings. The original plans called for 
electrical illumination of the fountain 
at night, but in our testing since the Ft. 
Calhoun plant closed for repairs, we 
found water pumped from the Mis- 
souri glows in the dark,” said county 
administrator Rich Botchger: 
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“But don’t confuse me with the 
facts,” Snodgrass said. “The truth is 
irrelevant. Any fool knows that what 
sells newspapers is lurid tales of Sa- 
tanism, sexual perversion and hack- 
and-slash homicides. The only fact we 
have confirmed is that no Orr-Herald 
executive was involved in any im- 
proper activities.” 

In extraneous news, the federal 
racketeering committee today named 
88 Orr-Herald reporters on 452 counts 
of felony journalism abuse. “They’re 
justchildren, after all,” said the federal 
indictment, citing mitigating circum- 
stances. 

The U.S. Society for Innovative 
Innuendo also presented the Orr-Her- 
ald with its coveted Tower of Babble 
award. And the New York Times won 
a Pulitzer Prize for its 17-part cover- 
age of Omaha TV news coverage of 


the Orr-Herald’s fictional coverage of - 


the Benjamin Franklin story. 
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ally to a member or members of the 
Nebraska business community whose 
P.R. policies most enhance the Orr- 
Herald's share of the advertising mar- 
ket. 


67 Thought Dead 
In Fiery Crash 


Katmandu, India--A bus thought 
to be carrying 67 passengers burst into 


a spectacular ball of flames last month - 


after plunging off a3,000 ft. cliff near 
the remote mountain village of Silig- 
uru. Fatalities were light, as it tured 
out, since no one was aboard, includ- 
ing the driver. 

The Orr-Herald’s Katmandu Bu- 
reau Chief, Walter Kondike, an eye- 
witness who described the incident as 
“just sensational news” in an updated 
report last week, said it was not imme- 
diately known what impact the Silig- 
uru crash would have on Omaha. 


1s on vacation 


“This proves Oe said 
beaming Orr-Herald Chief Polemicist 
G. Benson Hoo, “that the Orr-Herald 
can manufacture and manipulate the 
news almost as well as The National 
Enquirer. We cari print whatever we 


damn well please. Absent malice, 
where’s the crime?” 

Hoo vehemently denied rumors that 
3,239 Ort-Herald subscribers died of 
incredulity immediately after receiv- 
ing the morning edition. 


Hoo Says Truth Carved In Stone 


In a move to boost sagging credi- 
bility, the Orr-Herald will discontinue 
use of newsprint and be chiseled into 
stone tablets instead, said Executive 
Editor G. Benson Hoo. 

“There is absolutely no truth to the 
(expletive deleted) rumors that- the 


paper’s name will be changed to the 
Mt. Sinai News,” said Hoo, who said 
the new name would be the Mt. Sinai 
Gospel Truth. 

We’re making a serious attempt to 
be taken more seriously, to be more 
relevant, news-wise,” Hoo said. 


Cops 27, Crips 0 


Saying he has found solution to the gang-drug problem, Omaha police chief an- 
nounces patrol officers have killed 27 Crips in random drive-by shootings. Next 


week’s opponent: The Bloods. Sports. Page 89. 
JUST SPELL NO: On-Herald announces slogan for revolutionary new literacy 
test for aspiring reporters. Your Newspaper. Page 2. 


DEPOSITS SECURE: Promising to call in his chips for old campaign dona- 
tions, Commercial Dreadful president Ron Fitzmoney assures depositors that 
their money is safe in the wake of last week’s run on the city’s largest S & L. 
Business Briefs. Page 395. 


FALLOUT LIMITED: Claiming fatal thermonuclear fallout will be limited to 
a 100-mile radius, utility president says there’s “nothing to worry about” 
concerning the Ft. Calhoun nuclear power plant melt-down. 
Your Environment. Page 317. 
PORNO KING: Prominent Pastor, alleged ringleader of rape, incest, pornogra- 
phy, child molestation gang, claims police brutality. 

Police Beat. Pages 2, 3, 4. Photos, pages 5, 6, 7. 


SCATTERED HOUSING: Omaha City Council votes unanimously to locate 
OHA scattered site housing in Springfield, Mo. 


Sitcom Summaries. Page 13. 


HUSKERS TO SEE WORLD? Enterprising Omaha cocaine dealer sells 
Comhusker football team to Saudi Arabia for $215 million. 


Business Topics. Page 37, 


FRIES WITH YOUR McNEWSPAPER? Orr-Herald adamantly denies that 
it blatantly plagiarized USA Today’s format in recent restructuring. Burglaries 
& thefts. Page 194. 


NO COVER-UP: Orr-Herald Plumbers Unit denies whitewashing its role as 
chief perpetrator of Benjamin Franklin hijinks. Entertainment. Page 258. 


FIRST CALL: “I rented my pervert on the very first call,” says delighted Orr- 
Herald customer. Want-Ads. Page 102. 


HEALTHY PROGRESS. “The city’s suburban expansion to the southwest 
represents healthy progress,” said mayor P.W. Borem, while announcing Omaha’s 
annexation of Tucson, Arizona.. Concrete News. Page 49. 


WHAMO 


World-Herald Attitude 


Monitoring Operation 


A citizen’s organization providing an alternative voice 


Back to School Edition 


Greetings From WHAMO’s Guest Editor 


by Iron Mountain 

Not that I want to be responsible or 
anything, but even though Iron Moun- 
tain isn’t my real name, I am a real 
person. I am even employed, not like 
some of my “fringe print” colleagues 
who sometimes do this sort of thing. 
Actually, it’s my job that requires that I 
use a nom de plume. 

Anyway, I managed to convince 
WHAMO's (and the Nebraska Observer's) 
founding mother Frances Mendenhall 
that I should be allowed to bring you 
this edition of WHAMO on those terms. 


She was probably tired of doing every- 
thing herself. 

Some of the material in this WHAMO 
is virtually straight from the horse's 
mouth. The article about Ak-Sar-Ben’s 
manure is almost pure World-Herald, 


scout’s honor (see W-H, August 2, 1990, - 


page 15). I think there should be a 
special category of award for such bril- 
liance, the FOLKSY. It should be given 
to all eligible papers. Eligibility is de- 
fined as any daily within a 15-mile radius 
of Omaha. The FOLKSY award cate- 


_ gory would be “Best Darned Headline.” 


Another piece that we took from them 
is the house editorial from “Square Talk” 
elsewhere on this page. It’s verbatim. 
Some things you just can’t improve on. 

You can write to me care of WHAMO; 
use the Observer’s address. I will an- 
swer all mail. I may even answer a few 
select phone calls, if you can convince 
Mendenhall (551-2629) you have a good 
reason to talk in person. 

I don’t make many mistakes, but if 
you think you caught me, let me know. 
I might be willing to offer a retraction, 
but I'll probably blame the production 


crew for the error. Suing the Nebraska 
Observer is a waste of time. Suing 
WHAMO would be nearly impossible 
besides. Shooting the publisher for print- 
ing these outrageous gems would buy 
the staffa new office and increase circu- 
lation. We aim to please. 


An Inside Look at the World-Herald Mind 


The August edition of “Square Talk,” 
the World-Herald’s in-house publica- 
tion, included an article by Publisher 
John Gottschalk reflecting on his 
newspaper's role in light of the recent 
developments in the Franklin investi- 
gation. We thought the article was so 
revealing about the mindset of those 
who determine the contents of the 
major newspaper of the region that we 
are reprinting it in its entirety. 

by John Gottschalk 

World-Herald President and CEO 

After months of endless innuendo 
and rumor, a Douglas County grand 
jury of 19 “disinterested” citizens con- 
cluded the Franklin-related child sex- 
abuse flap was a carefully crafted hoax. 

Although we were the only consis- 
tently responsible news outlet through- 
out this outrage, the grand jury conclu- 
sions, unfortunately, will not be accepted 
by some of our critics. 

Attacks on the credibility of our re- 
porters and editors will probably con- 
tinue in spite of the grand jury’s conclu- 
sion there was no “cover-up” through- 
out this wildly politicized escapade. 

Each of us who labor daily to bring 
readers a responsible and truthful news 
report, whether we be authors, editors 
or the carrier on the route, deserve to 
hold our heads high. 

Our newsroom associates, to whom 
the heaviest burden of journalistic in- 
tegrity falls, acted responsibly in the 
best traditions of fairness. I am proud of 
them, and I am proud of each World- 
Herald associate who persevered until 
the truth was revealed. 


This entire Franklin episode should 
serve as a reaffirmation of the immensely 
important role a responsible newspaper 
plays in our complex society. Whether it 
is the titillating scandal of sex, or the 
seemingly mundane reporting of daily 
events, nothingcan be higher on our list 
than the preservation and enhancement 
of our reliability for fair, accurate and 
responsible reporting. 

There are those who believe the 
newspaper should be a megaphone for 
their shouting matches to get the pub- 
lic’s attention for their particular point 
of view. On the rare occasions we allow 
ourselves to become so, we do not en- 
hance our standing with our reader- 
ship. Much work lies ahead for each of 
us to make sure we are not lumped with 
the “media” in what for many local 
television, radio and fringe print prod- 
ucts was a sorry performance over these 
past several months. 

Child abuse and neglect are a grow- 
ing concern for our society. As our citi- 
zens wrestle with finding solutions for 
this horrible crime, it is important they 
have the information necessary to dis- 
tinguish fact from fiction. When armed 
with the facts, our democracy and its 
institutionscan and will respond appro- 
priately. 

Those who use this issue for dema- 
goguery or political gain should bear the 
shame of a cynical public when the 
manifestations of real abuse are not 
addressed by our laws and enforcement 
agencies. ~ 


We have often said an informed pub- ~ 


lic is essential for a functioning democ- 


tracy. It is our responsibility, our duty, to 
provide accurate and fair information. 
Our coverage to date of the Franklin 
sex-abuse issue has met that test. Our 
newspaper, with outstanding leadership 
from Woody Howe, avoided the trap of 
sensationalism in the face of one of the 
most rumor-driven assaults on public 
institutions to ever face our community. 


Love Is... 


I urge you all to reflect on these past 
few months and to critically evaluate 
this experience. It is in the reflection 
that we will improve the high standards 
of journalism for which we have a long 
and hard-earned legacy. 

Thanks to all our newsroom staff for 
a good job under very difficult circum- 
stances. 


Publisher, Editor Stand Up for Decency 


The Observer has obtained the follow- 
ing document from a more question- 
able source than the article elsewhere 
on this page reprinting Mr. 
Gottschalk’s memo. 

Below is the inside discussion magne: 
ing the World-Herald’s recent decision 
to clothe the characters in the cartoon 
‘love is...” 


From: JG 

To: JWH 

Don’t you think, in the interest of 
public morality, it would be a good idea. 
to pull the “Love Is” feature from our 
pages? After all, the principal charac- 
ters look like nudist colony escapees. 

From: JWH 

To: JG 

I understand the deep moral quan- 
dary we're in. But this isa “naturalistic” 
feature. Besides, the closest thing to 
genitalia that’s shown are navels (i.e. 
belly buttons). 

From: JG 

To: JWH 


I know that, but they’re still all buck 
naked! 

From: JWH 

To: JG 

But look at the great messages this 
has. For example, “Love is... being to- 


I think I have a solution. Let’s have 
one of our crack graphic artists paint 
little pants, shirts and hats on the char- 
acters. Maybe little beanies. 

From: JWH 

To: JG 

Capital idea, John! But I think in the 
interest of artistic integrity, we can still 
leave the characters topless. After all, 
even the woman is nippleless. 

From: JG 

To: JWH 

If people want titillation, they can 
read National Geographic! 

From: JWH 

To: JG 

Capital idea! 
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World-Herald Tells One Part of Story 


Mondo Considers Himself A Political Prisoner 


August 17 marked the 20-year anniversary 
of a two-part tragedy. Officer Larry Menard 
was killed in 1970 in a bombing during a 
summer particularly marked by racial 
tensions in Omaha. His accused killers 

were two young black activists, David Rice 
and Ed Poindexter. Rice and Poindexter 
have always maintained their ifinocence in 
the killing. . 
The World-Herald, to mark the anniversar 
of the event, told the story of the police- 
man’s death. The other half of the story 
follows, reprinted from WHAMO, December 
1987. 

by A.B. “Buddy” Hogan. 

On August 17, 1970, police were lured 
to a vacant house by a call to 911. The 
caller claimed that a woman was scream- 
ing. 

Shortly after the police arrived, a 
booby-trapped suitcase exploded, kill- 
ing one policeman and wounding oth- 
ers. 

In the weeks that followed, a 15-year- 
old African youth, Duane Peak, con- 
fessed to setting the bomb and eventu- 
ally was forced (by threat of death in 
Nebraska’s electric chair) to implicate 
Black Panther leaders David Rice and 
Ed Poindexter, as well as others. Rice is 
now serving a life sentence in the Ne- 
braska State Penitentiary in Lincoln. 

In April 1971, a jury convicted Rice 
and Poindexter of first-degree murder. 
None of the several other persons impli- 
cated by Peak was ever tried. And within 
weeks of the conviction, Peak pleaded 
guilty to “juvenile delinquency.” 

Many in Omaha's white mainstream 
are unaware of David Rice’s story. Rice, 
who since he has been imprisoned has 
taken the name Wopashitwe Mondo Eyen 
we Langa, “Mondo” for short, has, from 
the time of his arrest until now, main- 
tained that he had no responsibility in 

‘the killing for which he was convicted, 
and that his trial and conviction were 
products of an effort by the Omaha 
Police Department, the Douglas County 
Attorney’s Office, and the FBI both to 

- destroy Omaha's Black Panther Party, 
and to quiet his voice specifically. 

Mondo’sclaim of innocence and insis- 
tence that he is a political prisoner have 
been supported by such persons and 
groupsasAmnesty International's West 
German adoption group (assigned to 
the Rice-Poindexter case), Angela Davis, 
and Dan Berrigan. Evidence obtained 
since the trial, some through the Free- 
dom of Information Act, supports the 
claim that Mondo is, in fact, a political 
prisoner. 


The Arrest 


In the summer of 1970, Mondo was 


Deputy Minister of Information for the 
Omaha chapter of the National Commit- 
tee to Combat Fascism (the organizing 
arm of the Black Panther Party); co- 
chairperson of Ward II of the Democratic 
Party in Omaha and a member of the 
Nebraska Democratic Central Commit- 
tee; one of the rotating chairpersons for 
the Omaha Ad Hoc Education Planning 
Committee, a group addressing prob- 
lems of racism and related issues in the 
Omaha public school system; editor of 
Freedom by Any Means Necessary, the 
newsletter of the Omaha NCCF chapter; 
active worker with Mothers for Ade- 
quate. Welfare, a local welfare rights 
group. He was employed by Greater 
Omaha Community Action, an “anti- 
poverty” agency. 

Functioning in these various capaci- 
ties, Mondo was a frequent subject of 
police harassment, generally consisting 
of arrests on petty and often contrived 
traffic charges, charges of such heinous 
offenses as “failure to disperse” and 
“disturbing the peace” in connection with 
various public protests. 

Prior to his arrest in connection with 
the August 1970, police killing, Mondo 
had never been arrested or charged with 
any felony, with the exception of an ar- 
rest by federal agents for refusing induc- 
tion into the military. 

In addition to beingsubjected to these 
arrests, he wasconfronted with frequent 


police surveillance and threats. More- 
over, he, along with a number of other 
NCCF members and State Sen. Ernie 
Chambers, were called to testify before 
a federal grand jury investigating the 
very un-secret Vivian Strong Libera- 
tion School for Children, which was 
run by the local NCCF chapter and for 
which Mondo was an instructor. 


In Prison 


Despite imprisonment, Mondo has 
not lost his commitment to radical 
change. Nor has his creative spirit been 
stifled. He has, for the past seven years, 
worked as a paid special correspondent 
for the Lincoln Journal writing a monthly 
column addressing a wide range of 
political and social issues. 

For more than eight years, he has 
been the editor of the Harambee Flame, 
the monthly newsletter of the prison- 
based Harambee Afrikan Cultural Or- 
ganization, and has been the education 
co-chairman of that organization for 
most of those years. He is currently the 
group’s chairman. 

His poems have appeared in more 
than 30 literary magazines and jour- 
nals and five books of his poems have 
been published. 

Mondo paints and does wood sculp- 
ture and has had several exhibits of his 
work in Nebraska and Iowa. 

In addition to writing poems and 


essays, he writes short stories and plays. 
A play he wrote, “Different Dances,” 
which addresses issues related to teen- 
age pregnancy, played at the Roger 
Furman New Heritage Theatre in Har- 
lem and has had several showings in 
Omaha. 

In connection with various priosoner 
organization programs, Mondo has both 
composed and performed dances, blend- 
ing elements from tribal African, mod- 
ern, and jazz; played his own composi- 
tions on guitar; and performed in the 
play “Shake-down Blues,” a piece writ- 
ten by Mondo and other members of a 
prison theatre group. 

Mondo is featured in two books, Black 
Men and Women of Nebraska, by Donna 
Mays Polk, and Black Nebraskans, by 
Alonzo Smith. 


‘Excalibur’ Won't Fly; 
Bomber Needs 

A More Respectable 
Handle 


In an ongoing battle to give a popular 
name to the B-1 bomber, Rep. Robert 
Drinan (R. — Calif.) prefers “Excalibur, 
to which the Air Force objects because 
of potential trademark overlap with a 
car wax, a condom, and an X-rated film 
service 


aS ine Fin ite ie ee 


WHAMO didn't get any mail this 
month, so we borrowed some from the 
Observer 


Your Paper Prints Drivel 

Attention of Staff and Management: 

I was very happy to see that your Vol. 
5, No. 8 August 2, 1990 was stamped as 
my final issue. 

Thave been trying to imagine the kind 
of organization your paper represents -- 
what interests and motivation is behind 
the kind of drivel you are printing. 

It is very hard to believe that there 
really are people in Nebraska who would 
fall for the venom your publication puts 
out. 

I belong to a number of organizations 
--educational, religious, political, frater- 
nal and social; and I intend to spread the 
word about my opinion of your publica- 
tion. 

What are you really trying to accom- 
plish? 

Virena (Rene) Welborn Creasman 


Plane Wreck Too Convenient 


Editor: . 

You’re treading on a lot of important 
toes. Keep stepping on them. Is it pos- 
sible to sue a Grand Jury for slander? 
The family of Gary Caradori should do 
that. The airplane accident was too 
convenient. 

I don’t know all the ins and outs, but 
that Grand Jury report wasn’t written. 
It was crafted. 

Norris Alfred 


Your Paper Does Good Work 


Editor: 

I found your letter waiting for me when 
I returned home from a morning of 
errands -- and practically heard the 
computer problems before I opened the 
envelope. 

I’m sorry you've gone through all of 
this turmoil, but take heart. All of us 
who love the Observer are grateful for 
your good work, and anxious for the 
newspaper to continue. (John Gottschalk 
should be so lucky as to have a “fringe” 
newspaper. Or a newspaper, period.) 

I’ve enclosed my check for $25, along 
with the return envelope you sent tome. 
We need to help you save all of the 
money you can. 

Good luck -- and thanks for your 
information and your courage. 

Rosemary Machacek 


